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This course is designed to explore the politics of policy development and its impact on the understanding of food security in Thunder Bay. We will focus our attention on the political effects of food policy in Canada and more specifically on the development of community interests and services around food security in Thunder Bay. The course will consist of one lecture per week based on the text for the course. This will be accompanied by presentations and discussions focussed on the Community Service Learning Projects covered in the course for that week. Each week we will invite a person to the class who has experience and understanding of the issue under consideration. Students are expected to complete the weekly readings from the text and from the Internet and to participate in discussions on a regular basis.

Grading:

Web Journal………………………………...
20%

Media Report…..…………………………...
30%

CSL Food Security Policy Report ….……...
50%

Web Journal – Each student is required to submit one page per week (12 weeks) of commentary on the weekly readings. Grading will be based on clarity of observation and analysis.

Media Report – Each student is required to submit a ten-page (double-spaced typed) report on the media’s coverage of issues related to their Community Service Learning Project over an 8 week period that is focused on food security. Reports must also include at least ten academic sources as well that comment on and analyze the issue. Due on February 27 in class.

Community Service Learning Report – Each student is required to participate in a group project related to policy development and food security as a part of the service learning element of this course. The five project areas are as follows:

1-Food Charter Development and Implementation in Thunder Bay – Food Action Network (Food Charter Sub-Committee)

2-Food Charter Development with Local School Boards – Food Action Network (Thunder Bay District Health Unit and School Boards)

3-Food Charter and Food Services Contracts - Lakehead University and LUSU 

4-Brownfield Reclamation in Thunder Bay – Food Action Network (Earthwise Thunder Bay)

5-Thunder Bay Seed Policy – Food Action Network (Seeds of Diversity)

Projects will be outlined on separate sheets – to be handed out in the 2nd week of class
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COURSE OUTLINE






        
   Winter 2007

Required Text:
Pal, Leslie. Beyond Policy Analysis: Public Issue Management in Turbulent Times Third Edition Toronto: Thomson-Nelson, 2006)

Web-based materials placed on WebCT each week

Materials related to CSL – Food Security Policy Projects

READING AND CLASS SCHEDULE

January 4- Introduction to Policy and Community Development in Canada 



Reading: Beyond Policy Analysis - Chapter 1

January 9-11 – Policy and Governance 



Reading: Beyond Policy Analysis -  Chapter 2

January 16-18- Defining Policy Problems
Reading: Beyond Policy Analysis Chapter 3

January 23-25 – Policy Instruments and Design



Reading: Beyond Policy Analysis -  Chapter 4

January 30 – February 1 – Policy Implementation



Reading: Beyond Policy Analysis -  Chapter 5

February 6-8 – Policy Communities and Networks



Reading: Beyond Policy Analysis -  Chapter 6

February 13-15  - Policy Evaluation


Reading: Beyond Policy Analysis -  Chapter 7

February 20-22 - Reading Week

February 27– March 1 – Policy and Crisis Management 

Reading: Beyond Policy Analysis - Chapter 8

Media Report is due on February 27th
March 6-8 – The Future of Policymaking



Reading: Beyond Policy Analysis -  Chapter 9

March 13-15 – CSL - Reports

March 20-22 – CSL - Reports

March 27-29 – CSL - Reports

April 3 – Final Thoughts 

